How would you suggest St. Michael's use our space?

What do you care about most in our
community? What issues or concerns would
you like to see addressed?

What assets might you be willing to offer to help make
this community better? (Assets include such things as
time, particular skills or knowledge, volunteering,
community engagement, investment... In other terms,
Anything else you
what gifts do you feel you could bring to the table for the want to ask or share
greater good of the community?)
with St. Michael's?

This could be a great site for a senior center. As more adults in our
community age, this will become a real need.

That Bon Air retains its character as a
neighborhood that is inclusive and close-knit.

Volunteering could be possible as I plan to retire from
teaching in the next year or two.

I strongly believe that the church should continue to use the space
for educational purposes. This could be a preschool or K-8 or even a
middle school. In any case I would support a low cost private
Christian school. STM School fills a need but I would like to see a
high quality private school alternative to public schools that has a
very low tuition (perhaps similar to Anna Julia Cooper). I would be
Access to high quality Christian education for
willing to support such a school financially and as a volunteer.
people of low to moderate incomes

Affordable housing and community playground and garden

Adding to the affordable housing stock, creating a
more walkable community with spaces to interact
with neighbors.

Soccer fields and senior housing and a senior center for day
activities

affordable senior housing and youth activities
Keeping the sense of small beautiful community

Start with how much of it is wanted by Riverside School, They're
right next door and would be hemmed in and not able to expand if
the complete property were put to some other use. Since they're a
school, would probably be able to use the buildings with less
renovation than any other use. They are fulfilling a mission of helping Keeping Bon Air's neighborly and neighborhood
children with needs that might not be met elsewhere, and so should feel, and its historic associations which gives our
tie in with the church's concern with doing good in the world.
community a special identity and connectiveness.

A park with walking trails, an exercise loop, and a playground would
be wonderful for the Bon Air area.

As noted above I would be willing to financially support and
volunteer at school.

I am very active in the schools and plan to run for school
board and build a strong public school system for all.

In DC neighborhood
parks were plentiful and
I will never forget the
days of gathering and
chatting with neighbors.
Bon Air needs a park
and it would foster more
community building.

Volunteering

Don’t change too much

This line is
defecDefective line.Parts
Any history knowledge or research that might help. (I'm
of typing disappear.
historian for the BAHS and co-author of a 1970s book on the ive. It keeps making part
history of Bon Air) Elizabeth Richardson
of typing disappear

Making it a community again. Life is so divisive now
and we need spaces and places we can share to
meet each other in person and get off the
newsfeeds!
Volunteer time to help maintain the space.

I strongly believe that the church should continue to use the space
for educational purposes. This could be a preschool or K-8 or even a
middle school. In any case I would support a low cost private
Christian school. STM School fills a need but I would like to see a
high quality private school alternative to public schools that has a
very low tuition (perhaps similar to Anna Julia Cooper). I would be
Access to high quality Christian education for
willing to support such a school financially and as a volunteer.
people of low to moderate incomes

For the community as a park like space.

That there is a place for everyone.

Community park with lots of greenspace, playground, exercising
equipment, multi generational use.

To have enough greenspace and playspaces for
kids that are accessible to everyone in the
community. To maintain old structures and not to
erase them for new apartments or such!

PLEASE don't allow
outside dark money to
influence your decision
how to use the space!

As noted above I would be willing to financially support and
volunteer at school.

Time, labor.

I think the soccer field
would make a perfect
dog park!

Time

Please do not build
apartments or store
fronts in the space!

How would you suggest St. Michael's use our space?

What do you care about most in our
community? What issues or concerns would
you like to see addressed?

What assets might you be willing to offer to help make
this community better? (Assets include such things as
time, particular skills or knowledge, volunteering,
community engagement, investment... In other terms,
Anything else you
what gifts do you feel you could bring to the table for the want to ask or share
greater good of the community?)
with St. Michael's?

I answered this survey before so will not fill out all sections again
except this one. I said I would like to see a park with walking trails, an
exercise loop, and a playground. I forgot to add that it would be
wonderful for the area to have a recreation center, like the Parks and
Rec facility in Bensley, that can be used for programs, workshops,
and classes. There is nothing like this available to the public in North
Chesterfield. It is very needed and would be much appreciated!

Public park or playground :)

We live in walking distance to St Michaels but on
the other side of the railroad tracks. I’d like
pedestrians and bike riders to feel safe coming
from that direction - I think a park would engage
and build community

I would love to see a park, especially l one that included community
garden plots. Our yard is too shady to grow vegetables and I imagine
others in the area face that issue. Community gardeners could
donate excess harvest to a food bank maybe? Another wonderful
The well-being of children and our environment.
thing would be a shelter for families in crisis, like they've just been
Making sure everyone has a safe, nurturing home.
evicted, etc.
Protecting children and women from abuse.

Volunteer time on weekends

Would you be willing to
have Crestwood
Elementary use your
property for two years
while a new school is
built?

Well, I have 3 young kids including one with severe
disabilities so my time is tight. I do have a greenhouse I
could donate to a community garden.

I think it's wonderful you
want to use this land to
help our wider
community.

I hope they will be open to riverside's needs, otherwise I like the
open space, could crestwood use it while they rebuild? preschool for I love our community and how we take care of each
pre-k? soup kitchen, substance abuse help, caritas, depends on your other but wish more diversity of culture and race,
needs for $$$
also more green spaces/parks
need to think about it,

appreciate you all asking

Community oriented

No thank you

RPS education, sustainable use of resources

HR advice; wish I had more time to volunteer

I love the traditional small-town feel of the
community. The 'it takes a village' mentality. A
strong family-oriented environment.
I would love to see it used as a Christian-based daycare facility or a Issues and concerns would be around ensuring we
private school specializing in Kindergarten through 1st/3rd/or 5th to
foster those values above through rehabilitation of
give children a play-based / nurturing environment where they can
older structures. I would want to see Bon Air
learn. This approach to learning is gaining more and more traction as enhance the charm of the area, rather than neglect Many of the things mentioned above. This will be easier to
a best practice to enhance learning abilities among children.
it.
do as my children get older and gain some independence.

I would like to see the gym used for community exercise. Perhaps a
literacy program in other space and assistance with income tax
preparations.

I would be glad to volunteer my time. I worked for Social
Services (Chesterfield-Colonial Heights DSS 9.5 years;
Henrico DSS 5 years, Virginia State DSS 11.5 years and
The aging population in Bon Air and how that will
NYS 10 years) for 36 years in Child Welfare programs,
impact our community. Affordable housing for those Benefit programs, and Medicaid. The one thing I know, in
entering the work force and for young families.
addition to the above programs, is how to fill out a
There is no real "community center" in Bon Air or
government application and I have always done my own
meeting place.
income taxes.

Would love to see something that benefits the community's families.
Our kids need a place they can ride bikes or walk to. Like a
park/recreation center.

Lack of park space, play space where kids can go
on their own to meet friends and do things outside
and even inside in foul weather. Would love a
community center. As a member of BACA, the pool Organization, help with social media, cleaning up grounds.
and tennis are great, but it offers no other (yearThat is, IF the property is being used to serve the
round) recreation.
community.

No

Support space of safety and unity

The youth

Maybe seniors could be
involved

Support thru volunteering

How would you suggest St. Michael's use our space?

What do you care about most in our
community? What issues or concerns would
you like to see addressed?

A partnership with Bon Air Juvenile Correctionsl facility to educate
residents of the facility. Grant money may be available to aid with
fiscal sustainability

Inequality in education
Lately, I care most about making Bon Air a more
walkable, connected community. I am VERY
hopeful that the McRae Road sidewalk project will
come to fruition, and we would love to have a
playground or other space to walk to on the St.
Michael's property. I also care about the history of
I think the expansion of the Riverside School is a wonderful thing. As Bon Air, which I find fascinating and unique. It
a parent of a two-year-old, I would selfishly love to see a new and
would be great to honor that history in some way
more expansive playground on the property. I am open to many
through the use of the space (especially with the
ideas, though!
old library and post office so closeby).

What assets might you be willing to offer to help make
this community better? (Assets include such things as
time, particular skills or knowledge, volunteering,
community engagement, investment... In other terms,
Anything else you
what gifts do you feel you could bring to the table for the want to ask or share
greater good of the community?)
with St. Michael's?

Organizing, Volunteer coordination, spreadsheets/data
management
As a stay-at-home parent, I have some flexibility to volunteer
or offer my time during the day, especially if I could bring my
toddler. I'm a former English teacher and editor, so could
help with writing or editing needed for a project. Finally, I
have some access to a charitable trust that my family and I
have used to support the Bon Air Historical Society, among
other nonprofits, in the past. If the future of St. Michael's
involves some kind of nonprofit, community project, we
would certainly discuss supporting it financially!

I would like to see it used for educational, club or community use.
And o to bring together the Bon Air Community on a more regular
basis. I feel St. Michael's school was such a big part of the
community and it would be nice to see that space used to benefit the
community learning. Could Chesterfield County leverage that space
for Library Meeting AND class opportunities? Currently I don't take
any classes that are listed as being offered by Chesterfield County
because the locations are too far from me (midlothian branch, etc.).
It would be GREAT if this could be an extension of the Bon Air
Library or Chesterfield County. Another opportunity may be with
UofR or VCU. Or maybe even the VMFA? Bon Air's history and
I care about helping people in our community
culture is rich, and
through education and support.

I would definitely participate in volunteer events or sign up for
classes. I live very close by, and, because like I said most of
the buildings/branches of chesterfield county are far away, I
am unable to participate. We have such a rich history of
community here in Bon Air, it would be so nice to leverage all
that space to enhance that community.

Reach out to growing school's who need a new space, convert some
of the recently vacate space to be co-working space or rental space
for events, create and host a pre-school program, or maybe work
with BACA to see what if any space could be used to expand what
they offer.

Finding ways for the community to work together
for the betterment of all. In this divided political
climate the church (fellow Episcopalian here) can
be the light and guide in these important
conversations.

I am a fundraising consultant and do work with the Episcopal
Church Foundation through the country. I would be happy to
be a part of this process both as a professional and
potentially as a volunteer.

Just excited to have a
chance to respond and
that you are doing this
important work.

Food truck court a la https://www.countyfaredurham.com/

Lack of playground space, parks, and other
community space for young families in Bon Air

Managing social media and digital outreach to RVA

Where else besides
Perk do young families
in Bon Air congregate?

It seems that the best use would be for the school campus to remain
a school. If that is not possible, a park or other type of communitycentered space would be nice.

I care that our community has opportunities to
come together. I like that our neighborhood is
family focused with a sense of history and
character.

I volunteer for the Bon Air Historical Society and the Friends
of Chesterfield County Public Library and could be willing to
volunteer in other capacities if the fit is right.

No. Looking forward to
charette process.

I would very much like for St. Michael's Church to work with
Riverside School to make the space permanently available for the
future expansion of Riverside. Our school has been in Bon Air for 45
years, and the space would allow us to remain in Bon Air as the
school seeks to grow in its service of students with learning
disabilities. I think that Riverside School and St. Michael's Church
make wonderful partners, and I would like to see that grow and
flourish into the future.

I have dedicated my life to the education of young
people. As the head of school at Riverside, I am
most concerned with addressing the needs of K-8
students with dyslexia and other language-based
learning differences.

I believe that Riverside School is a gift to all of Richmond,
and especially to its home in Bon Air.

Thank you for inviting
me to the Charrette
process this Saturday. I
am looking forward to
being part of your
conversation.

I would love to see St. Michael's work with Riverside School to
enhance the school's expansion.

Helping those in need

volunteering, community engagement

Thanks for being part of
the community

Park with trails

Equality and healthcare

I could volunteer on weekends to help create/clean trails

What assets might you be willing to offer to help make
this community better? (Assets include such things as
time, particular skills or knowledge, volunteering,
community engagement, investment... In other terms,
Anything else you
what gifts do you feel you could bring to the table for the want to ask or share
greater good of the community?)
with St. Michael's?

How would you suggest St. Michael's use our space?

What do you care about most in our
community? What issues or concerns would
you like to see addressed?

Would hope the church considers working with Riverside School
toward a long term plan for Riverside's further growth and
development. Riverside could be much more than the excellent
school it is today.

That the church is cautious toward commercial
development. it's a very valuable piece of real
estate. The pressure could be intense. May turn out
the be the right thing to do for the church and the
dioses.

I would like to see St. Michael’s use its space for educational
purposes in keeping with the original mission that the church had for
this space. St. Michael’s and Riverside already enjoy a positive
working relationship and I hope that can continue in a manner that
will allow Riverside to continue its expansion.

I would like to see Bon Air retain its current
character and personality and I want to see the St.
Michael’s property put to constructive use in
keeping with the character of the community.

I am willing to volunteer my time to help.

Care about maintaining since of community

Would love to see the
fields and beautiful
Bonair is a lovely community for many churches and schools. campus used for
I would like to see more cominity events festivals and charity Riverside school
events that all could participate in.
children and families

School

I would like to see Riverside School using a good deal of it - possibly I live in Goochland County and really don't have a
all at some time in the future.
good feel for Bon Air community's needs.

Correctly!

Neighbors.

Ideal: educational campus, makes sense. Athletics if controlled.;
Could serve as expansion space for Community Center.

Concerned agout Noise Level. Loud cars. Keep the
community feel; sense of respect in neighborhood.
Keep crime out. Concerned "certain groups" could
be brought in without proper control

In answer to "what is
most important besides
health family and work?
He said "Christianity"
I do my part. I'm a quiet neighbor. I keep an eye on the
property and alert folk if somethign is amiss. I love yard work
adn could help. I am involved with Colonial Dance Club and (All this was interview:)
Rennasance dance club and we could perform for the school Has lived on Hazen for
maybe. I have writing skills and analytical skills.
12 yrs.

