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 On Apr il 25, 2009, fou r teen interested St . Michael’s par ishioners 
visited the Taylor  &  Boody Organbu ilders workshop in Staunton, 
Virgin ia, to observe the progress of the construct ion of ou r  new organ.  
The workshop is located in a beau t ifu l set t ing in the Shenandoah Valley. 
 

That ’s it  just  up ahead 
past  the next  in tersect ion.  If 
you  th ink  it  looks like an old 
school bu ilding, you  are exact ly 
r ight .  George Taylor  and John 
Boody bought an old school 
bu ilt  in  1923, and conver ted it  
in to a new wor ld/ old wor ld 
craft  shop.  “New wor ld” 
meaning that  they use state of 
the ar t  computers and software 
for  design, and “old wor ld” 
meaning some of the 

techniques and mater ials used are no different  than those used by 
master  ar t isans in Europe 500 years ago. 
 

 
 

This is the “footpr int ” of the St . Michael’s organ set  up in the old 
“gymnasium.”  We are look ing at  the organ from “behind.”  Par ishioner  



Tom Munger is walk ing past  the par t  of the organ where the key desk  
(which will contain the keyboards which the organist  wil l play) wil l be 
located.  The organ visible in  the background is being rebu ilt  for  the 
University of Iowa after  flood damage.   
 

Here, John Boody 
shows us a design 
drawing of the 
instrument.  This is 
where the “new wor ld” 
state of the ar t  
comput ing par t  comes 
in.  Taylor  &  Boody’s 
craftspeople have 
hundreds of in t r icate 
design drawings to work  
from.  Not visible in  the 
pictu re are several 
impressive look ing Mac 
computer  set  ups and 
digital plot ters. 
 

 
 

 This is the keydesk .  Let ’s take a closer  look  at  the beau t ifu l in lays 
on the next  page. 
 
 



 

 
  
 Several different  types of wood make up the design.  The mater ial 
in  the diamond pat tern is actually cow-bone.  The organ keys will also be 
fin ished with cow-bone (ivory is no longer  used), with ebony for  the 
sharps.  Each key carved by hand.   
 
  
 
 

Here, John 
Boody shows Mark  
and Olivia Gorgas 
a few of the wooden 
pipes being made 
for  the St . 
Michael’s organ.  
They select  all the 
wood themselves, 
and even operate 
their  own sawmill a 
few miles down the 
road. 



 Most  of the pipes, 
however, wil l be made of 
metal.  Taylor  &  Boody makes 
their  own sheet metal to 
exact ing standards.  Pipes are 
generally a lead/ t in  alloy and 
they use three different  alloys 
depending on the pipe sound 
needed.  Here, John shows 
Bruce Bass, Tom and Pau la 
Munger, and Crystal 
Jonkman some pipes in the 
first  stages of assembly. 

 
 
 These are 
some of the t in  
ingots before being 
melted down to 
make the sheet 
metal.  Taylor  &  
Boody actually 
specifies a cer tain 
degree of 
“impur it ies” such 
as n ickel and 
copper so that  the 
quality of the 
fin ished product  is 
the same as in 
classic organs bu ilt  
centu r ies ago. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

These t rays, all marked #64, 
contain fin ished pipes dest ined for  
St . Michael’s organ.  These pipes 
vary in length from less than an 
inch up to fou r  feet .  Other  pipes 
will be up to 16 feet  in  length. 
 

 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the 
view ou t  the back  
window of the 
shop…. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And th is is view 
from the front  
door….Not too shabby! 
 
 
 Following lunch at  Taylor  &  Boody’s, we all visited Tr in ity 
Episcopal Church in Staunton to hear  a Taylor  &  Boody organ similar  in  
size to the one being bu ilt  for  St . Michael’s.  We hope to visit  Taylor  &  
Boody Organbu ilders every 2 or  3 months to watch the excit ing progress 
of ou r  new organ near ing complet ion.  We hope that  everybody in the 
par ish will come along on at  least  one t r ip.  It  is absolutely fascinat ing.   
    


